CHAPTER NINE
PUBLIC FACILITIES

9.1 EXISTING PUBLIC FACILITY USE

Public facilities in Johnson County include facilities that are owned and operated by Johnson
County, the City of Buffalo, the Town of Kaycee, the State of Wyoming, and the U.S.
Government (Tables 9-1,9-2 and 9-3, Figures 9-1 and 9-2). Some existing public facilities in the
vicinity of Linch and Barnum are now vacant and in disrepair. The major public facilities are
listed in the following tables

TABLE 9-1
PUBLIC FACILITIES
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF JOHNSON COUNTY

Federal
| United States Post Office-Linch

State

I-90 Rest Area, Kaycee

I-90 Rest Area, Powder River Area

Muddy Creek Guard Station (Fire)

Highway Maintenance Camp-Pole Creek Highway

Fort Phil Kearny Museum and Historical Site
County

Johnson County School District #1
Billy Creek School
Bus & Barn Shop
Kearny School
Linch Grade School
Linch School (two vacant buildings)
Linch School Gymnasium
Rock Creek Road (vacant school building)
Shell Creek School (vacant)
Linch Community Library
Linch Library (vacant)
Willow Grove Cemetery
Municipal
Linch Fire Department
Buffalo Medical Clinic
Johnson County Solid Waste District
| Johnson County/Buffalo Landfill

Source: Johnson County Clerk's Office, 2002; City of Buffalo, 2002; Town of Kaycee,
2002.
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TABLE 9-2
PUBLIC FACILITIES
CITY OF BUFFALO

Federal

Bureau of Land Management Office

U.S.D.A. Forest Service Office

U.S.D.A. Service Center
U.S.D.A. Farm Service Agency
U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conservation Service

TABLE 9-3
PUBLIC FACILITIES
TOWN OF KAYCEE

United States Post Office

State

Federal

United States Post Office

Agricultural Extension Service (located in USDA Svc Center)

Powder River Conservation District Office

Veteran’s Home of Wyoming

Wyoming Department of Transportation

State

Wyoming Department of Game & Fish

Kaycee Rest Area

County

Wyoming Department of Transportation

Wyoming Game & Fish

Johnson County Courthouse

Johnson County Public Library

County

Johnson County Road & Bridge Office/Equipment Yard

Kaycee Cemetery

Johnson County Weed & Pest Control Building

Johnson County Fire/Emergency Shop

Johnson County Fairgrounds and Buildings

Kaycee School

Johnson County Sheriff Department
(shared with Buffalo Police Department)

Johnson County Public Library — Kaycee Branch

Johnson County Medical Center

Johnson County School District #1

Municipal

Johnson County School District Administrative Ofc

Kaycee Landfill

Clear Creek Elementary School

Kaycee Town Hall and Community Health Center

Meadowlark Middle School

Kaycee Wastewater Oxidation Treatment Ponds

Buffalo High School

Lake DeSmet Conservation District
(located in USDA Service Center)

Source: Johnson County Clerk's Office, 2002; City of
Buffalo, 2002; Town of Kaycee, 2002.

Municipal

Buffalo City Hall

Buffalo Municipal Yard

Buffalo Police Department
(shared with Johnson County Sheriff's Office)

Buffalo Fire Department

Buffalo Wastewater Oxidation Treatment Ponds

Buffalo Water Treatment Plant

Jim Gatchell Museum

Buffalo Municipal Swimming Pool

Source: Johnson County Clerk's Office, 2002; City of Buffalo,
2002.
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9.2 PUBLIC FACILITY ISSUES

9.2.1 Lack of Administrative Office and Meeting Space

Johnson County lacks floor space for administrative
offices and meeting rooms. Johnson County currently
rents other office space for the County Extension Agent,
the County Attorney, and the County Coroner.

The County Planner shares a small portion of the
County Commissioner's meeting room.  Conflicting g -
meeting schedules hamper the ability of the County | SHlEEEEs ﬁ Mo~
Commissioners, the County Planner, and the general | AR
public to effectively share the same floor space.

i
Johnson County Courthouse, Buffalo

Detainees from the Johnson County jail are regularly brought to the Johnson County court for
hearings and trials. Johnson County Sheriff deputies transport the detainees to the County
Courthouse and accompany detainees to the second floor of the Courthouse. Because of the
lack of a separate and secure access to the County Court chambers, the transport of prisoners
through the first floor of the Courthouse poses a potential security risk to other Johnson County
personnel.

At the time of this report, Justice Concepts Incorporated is evaluating public facility needs of
Johnson County and developing alternatives for addressing anticipated facility requirements.
Consideration is being given to the development of a new law enforcement center that would
include space for the County Sheriff, the county jail, the Buffalo Police Department, and the
county court system.

9.2.2 Vacant Public Facilities near Linch and Barnum

Some existing public facilities in the vicinity of Linch and
Barnum are now vacant and in disrepair. However, these
facilities are not in demand for public use.

9.3 FUTURE DEMAND FOR PUBLIC FACILITIES

Due to the county’s current and projected low population, s _
there is no anticipated demand for public facilities other than | U.S. Post Office, Linch
that for additional county government office space and a new
law enforcement center as mentioned in 9.2.1 above.

9.4 OPPORTUNITIES FOR FUTURE PUBLIC FACILITY EXPANSION

There are a number of sites and facilities that may be feasible for the development of new
offices to support the court system and other administrative activities of Johnson County.

9.4.1 City of Buffalo

In Buffalo, potential opportunities for future public facility expansion include the following:
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e The Clear Creek Elementary School, which is
situated just west of the Johnson County
Courthouse, has been suggested as a viable
location for courthouse offices if and when it is
vacated by the school system.

e Wyoming Department of Transportation equipment
yard along the south side of Fort Street and
immediately adjacent to the joint City-County law
enforcement complex. The acquisition of this
property would likely require some type of land
exchange with the State of Wyoming.

9.4.2 Town of Kaycee

One public facility expansion opportunity is situated on
a vacant lot south of Kaycee Park. This property is the
site of an old gun club and is owned by the Town of
Kaycee.

Kaycee Town Hall
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