
Buffalo Trails Board 
Minutes for the meeting on February 22, 2017 

Submitted by Lois Petersen 
 

Meeting was attended by board members: Bill Cooley, Jack Tarter, Lois Petersen, Tara Hall, Ryan Mader, and Dan 
Hart. Also in attendance were Bill Mentock, Greg Hill, Joe Dyer, Anthony Tarver, Calie LeDuc, and Jordan LeDuc.  
 
1.  Approve agenda 
2.  Approve minutes from 1/25/17 
3.  Discuss board opening(s)/candidates 
4.  Update – Trails Brochure 
5.  Volunteers – March 13, 2017 
6.  Update – Grants/Final Reports 
7.  Update- AVA walk – June 5, 2017 

8.  Heritage Park access – do we have legal easement 
9.  Update –  V-gate  
10.  Dog stations  
11.  Correspondence  
12.  Comments  
13.  Set next meeting 3/22/17 – 5 pm City Hall 
14.  Adjourn 

 
1. Agenda was approved as written (Jack, Tara).  
2. Minutes of the 1/25/17 meeting were approved as written (Jack, Tara) 
3. Ed VonHolst expressed interest in joining the Buffalo Trails Board and will contact Julie Silbernagel for info. 
4. Joe presented the newest draft of the updated trails map and received board comments related to fine tuning. Details 

are attached.  Anthony, Calie and Jordan expressed interest in developing some biking features along our trails that 
will make these trails more fun and attractive to bikers. They are willing to volunteer their help as needed. The 
switchbacks on Grouse Mt. Trail need some work and they are also interested in helping with the natural surface 
route between Mosier Gulch and Grouse Mt., esp. to attract bikers. Ed VonHolst is also interested in working on trail 
projects. There is interest in doing clean-up on the trail connection by Elgin Park – and the Sheridan visitors 
wondered if the BTB could help secure permission from the Forest Service to have volunteers do that work. 

5. Volunteers  (45) are coming from the College of St. Scholastica in Minnesota on March 13 to work trails. Bill C. 
plans on using 15 volunteers and some local supervisors to work on the Mosier Gulch to GMT natural surface trail 
and others might be able to work on GMT issues – i.e.  water erosion, excessive slopes, and switchback turns. 

6. Lois turned in the final report for the Seasonal Labor grant to Julie.  We have $9212.32 carry over to start the next 
year.  With several large, time-consuming jobs to take place this summer – painting of the kiosks, replacing all maps 
and a good portion of the signage that has become weather worn, and installing new dog waste stations - Greg will 
need extra time and probably extra hands from BTB board members to help on some of these projects. We also need 
to do a final report for the $10,870 grant we received from the Rec. District to cover signage, map and brochure 
updates and printing of the updated trails brochure.  So far we have not used any of that money, but will do so when 
the map is finalized. Since  the updating and printing of the brochures is ongoing, Julie thinks it possible to put some 
of that grant money into an account within the city budget that can only be used for BTB signs and brochure updates.  
We would just have to keep a running account of what is spent each year so she and verify the carry-over from year 
to year.  Jack and Lois will meet to discuss the final reports and upcoming grant requests (due to Julie in March) 
which will include at least $3000 in signs and will also require money to pay for taking off the old signs and 
reinstalling the new. 

7. The June 5 AVA walk will be done in partnership with the YMCA and we will use their buses.  Any volunteers who 
may be willing to help on Monday the 5th should contact Lois. The AVA trails need to be litter free and ready for 
hikers by June 5. There will be a “jam” on Sunday night at the Occidental, and tours at Mountain Meadow Wool, 
Fort McKinney, and the Gatchell Museum offered to AVA visitors. 

8. We need to contact Scott Pehringer at Road and Bridge to find out if there is a public easement on the drive up to the 
Heritage Park cabin.  And if so, what can be done about the rope/chain across the road and the big berms that were 
placed there last year that make it hard for vehicles to use that entrance to the park. 

9. Ryan will forward the list of supplies needed to replace the V-gate with a swing gate to Greg. A latch to make sure 
the gate stays closed after people pass through may also be needed.  Ed V. may be interested in installing the gate. 

10. Greg will start servicing the dog stations in April but will focus early spring work on painting the kiosks. 
11. A letter was sent to Mike Engling in appreciation for his years of service to the Buffalo Trails Board. 
12. Bill Mentock says the trail through the Vets Pasture needs to be reconstructed.  Bill C will contact Les Hook. Also a 

motion related to brochure costs was made by Lois, seconded by Tara, and passed pending conference with other 
BTB members. 

13. Next meeting is on 3/22/17 at 5 pm at the City Hall. 


