
Meeting Minutes 
Buffalo-Johnson County Recycling Center Joint Powers Board  

January 9, 2017, 5:15 pm, Recycling Center 
 
Call to Order:  Julia at 5:30 pm 
Board Members Present:  Chairman Bill Ostheimer excused; Vice-Chairman Julia Bettinger, Secretary Dean Knauer, 
Member Phil Gonzales, Treasurer Marv Majerus and Forman Don Verger. 
Visitors:  None 
Review and approval of Agenda:  There were no objections to approval of the Agenda as written. 
December 12, 2016 Meeting:  A public notice was published by the Bulletin that the meeting would not be held.  
Review and approval of November 14, 2016 Minutes:  Marv motioned to accept the minutes, Dean seconded, motion 
passed. 
Submittal of bills, review and approval for payment as needed:  None needed 
Review and approval of the November and December 2016 Treasurer's Report:  $50,000 of 1 percent money was 
received from the County, but was not deposited into the checking account until January, therefore it does not appear on the 
December report.  Phil motioned to accept the report, Dean seconded, motion passed.  See below for copies. 
Foreman's Report:  There have been several turnovers of personnel.  Our e-waste broker is going to charge $0.40 per 
pound to ship and process.  Don and Phil are looking to find another broker that charges less.  Current broker will take 
working e-waste products without charge if we want to sort the working from the non-working.  The Board and Foreman 
determined that this was not cost effective for our operation.  We still take plastics and sort into 4 categories:  #1, #2, #4 
and other.  Some patrons are pre-sorting before dropping off, which reduces manpower needs.  Commissioner Bob Perry 
will be our new County Liaison member. 
 
New Business: 
 1.  1% Funding Request due Jan 16.  Request now done yearly.  Review 2016 budget expenditures.  
 Bill  and Phil will write up drafts for review. 
 2.  City/County meetings to be set up for January to update groups.   
 Julia will ask for the Board to be put on the agendas for dates after our February meeting. 
 3. Two board member positions are up in January (Bill and Phil). 
 Phil requested to be reappointed by the County.  This was approved.  Bill's reappointment is not known. 
 4.  Election of officers, determine where to do banking business and advertising.   
 Election is tabled until the February meeting.  Phil motioned to continue doing banking business with First 
 Northern Bank and to use the Buffalo Bulletin for all legal notices, Dean seconded, motion passed. 
 5.  E-waste will be taken from current dealer, but will cost $0.40 per pound starting in January. (see 3 emails below 
 from Erik Little and Carol Stark and a proposal from Janice Oldemyer).  See discussion under Foreman's Report. 
  
Old Business: 
 1.  Don needs a 15 ft extension to the shed to store more baled product out of the weather until it can be shipped.   
 Cost?  Within budget?  Move forward or not? 
 Phil suggested that first we need to expand and level our lot before we have enough room to expand.  Will add this 
 discussion to our February meeting with the City Council.  A drainage ditch needs be abandoned, filled and our lot 
 fence expanded to capture our legal lot size.   
 2.  Don asked how we could get contractor's trucks weighed at the landfill without the driver being charged $10 
 each time.  Dean will ask Doug Shimic about this charge and maybe we can send a free weight voucher with the 
 driver.  Work in progress. 
 3.  Cardboard baler compression cycle is slowing down.  Get repaired or wait until it stops working? 
 A local guy is looking into this problem. 
 4.  Need new tires for the new Chevy P/U before winter. 
 These have been purchased. 
 5.  Julia was asked by Bill Hawley if the Center would like to do some PR on the no smoking policy with the 
 Bulletin or radio.  Julia   
 No discusion 
 6.  Update informing public about separating 1 & 2 & miscellaneous plastics.  Bill will add this request to the 
 Center's Facebook page.  No discussion 
 7.  Update on Policies and Standard Operating Procedures.  Bill.   
 No discussion 
 8.  Update on highlight/publicize good recycling practices being done at local schools.  Julia will tell the Bulletin 
 about school recycling and the Center exceeding 1 million pounds of recycled product. 
 The Bulletin had an article about this during December. 



 9.  Update on smoke /vape free signs for Center and vehicles.  Julia 
 Julia delivered the signs and Don will install them. 
 10.  List of safety items to be addressed.  (See list below) 
 11.  Review and update Jobs to be Done List.  (See List below) 
 12.  Participate in Health Fair? 
 Yes, it would be a good idea.  How do we get a freestanding poster made?  Phil suggested that school kids could 
 make one.  We also need to place a recycling trailer at the corner of the Fairgrounds Community Building.  
       
 Other Business: 
 1.  January Market Report (see email below from Brian Heuer) 
 2.  Materials Recycled in 2016 (see spreadsheet below).  Total of 1,209,878 lb.  Third year that recycled materials 
 have exceeded 1 million pounds.  This is enough to fill main street 3.5 ft deep from Papa Binos to the Court House.  
   
    
Next Meeting (date, place and time):  Recycle Center, February 13, 2017 at 5:15 pm  
Meeting Adjourned:  6:40 pm.  Dean motioned to adjourn, Phil seconded, motion carried. 
Minutes submitted by and date:  Secretary Dean Knauer, January 11, 2017 
 

LIST OF JOBS TO BE DONE 
January 2016:  Commissioners Hicks and Greenough believe the time is right for the board to start planning to bring a 
permanent district to the ballot in the next few years to help finance solid waste and recycle efforts in Buffalo and Kaycee.  
Need further information (strategy or plan) before discussion can commence. 
Purchase a scale when needed and affordable. 
Funding sources for the Recycling Center? 
Drainage ditch (Snider 4 Ditch) abandonment and landscaping around the Center? 
 Phil working with Les Hook and others to straighten out water rights and get this ditch abandoned. 
Get Rocky Mountain Power monthly charge for electricity connection of $160 removed from monthly bill. 
Recycle Center Security plan. 
Write Board by-laws.  
Update County Web Site and advertise that the Center is accepting white office paper when the new window is installed 
 and we are set up to accept paper. 
Follow-up on outreach opportunities with radio stations and Buffalo Bulletin. 
Eco-Friendly Community Initiative (Chamber of Commerce) 
Buy and install a canopy over the concrete ramp, primarily to keep snow and ice from preventing the use of the fork lift 
 used to load products into trailers. 

  Grant possibility (Hawthorn Foundation) 
 Buffalo Follow-up Community Assessment, May 2011  (Curb side pickup of recyclables). 
 

LIST OF SAFETY ITEMS TO BE ADDRESSED 
 
1.  Employees should attend general safety training. 
2.  Continue holding monthly safety meetings and document. 
3.  Preventive Maintenance Vehicle Inspection Report Form program to be started. 
4.  Employees are responsible to instruct visitors to stand clear of bailers and other equipment. 
 

REMINDER LIST 
1.  Monthly:  Hold monthly safety meetings with all staff in attendance and document. 
2.  Yearly:  Join the Wyoming Solid Waste and Recycling Association and send someone to the yearly meeting. 
3.  Jan Meeting:  Election of officers, determine where to do banking business and advertising. 
4.  Jan 2018:  Yearly 1 percent funding request due unless changed.   
5.  Get fire extinguishers checked January.  
6.  March:  Coordinate with the City and County regarding recycling options during the Johnson County cleanup days 
during May. 
7.  March 2015:  Set up a coordination meeting with LDCD.  Zach said he would order recycling bins for public sale.  June 
 3, 2017 is the next Hazardous Waste Day. 
8.  April:  Update the Recycling Board webpage on the County webpage. 
9.  June:  Pay scale will be evaluated each June to determine raises and cost of living increases.  Increases will be effective 
July 1. 
10.  June:  Plan to enter the Johnson County Fair parade to provide plastic water bottle, etc pickup. 



11.  July:  Recertify employees on forklift (Anderson Forklift). 
12.  July:  Have forklift inspected and serviced (Anderson Forklift). 
 

Board Appointment Year Information 
Members are Appointed for 3 Year Terms 

Julia Bettinger, City, 2015 
Marv Majerus, County, 2015 
Dean Knauer, Joint City and County, 2016 
Bill Ostheimer, City, 2014 
Phil Gonzales, County, 2017 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 



 

 


