
-Buffalo Trails Board 
Minutes for the meeting on Aug. 23, 2017 

Submitted by Lois Petersen 
 

Meeting was attended by board members: Ed VonHolst, Tara Hall, Lois Petersen, and Ryan Mader. Also in 
attendance: Greg Hill, Bill Mentock, County Commissioner, Bill Novotny, and Phil Gonzales. 
 

1.  Approve agenda 
2.  Approve minutes from 7/26/17 
3.  Update - By-Pass easement trail - Bill Novotny  
4.  Update - Eva Knepper upkeep - Phil Gonzales 
5.  Update –Trails Brochure/Maps  
6.  Update - BTB member term endings 
7.  Seasonal Laborer report  

8.  Dog stations  
9.  Correspondence  
10.  Comments  
11.  Set next meeting 9/27/17– 5 pm City Hall 
12.  Adjourn 
 

 

1. Agenda was approved as amended: Ryan, Tara 
2. Minutes of the 7/26/17 meeting were approved as written – Tara, Ryan 
3. Bill Novotny shared the preliminary plans for the new trail along South ByPass Road.  The project will cost around 

$800,000 to construct. The county will explore doing in-kind work on this project to help bring down costs. He 
provided the board with a map showing where it is to be constructed. A footbridge is needed over Clear Creek to 
meet Federal grant guidelines. There will be a retaining wall built along Cemetery Creek. It will hook up with the 
trail along Cemetery Road. At some point the City may annex the land the Moose Lodge is on which would help 
with the walking link to the high school.  Any safety measures added to cross Main St. would be handled by 
WYDOT.  He will update us again later this fall. 

4. Phil Gonzales provided history on the development of Eva Knepper Trail. While EK Park was worked on before the 
Master Plan was adopted, the trail was included in the Trails Brochure and was mentioned in the Master Plan. Also, 
the City was involved in the construction.  The land is City owned. Slope, bridges, and eroded areas along the creek 
are the biggest issues. The old plan was to extend Heritage Park Trail to come up by Cloud Peak School then to Eva 
Knepper and tie into the county’s Klondike Trail. Now you could come off the Smith Exchange, up Grummond, then 
catch Mentock Trail back - which would provide a great community trail. To make changes to EK, we’d have to start 
at the City, but we’d need to have some cooperation from NRCS, LDCD (Zach), Forest Service/BLM Trail folks 
(Mark Booth), etc. In other history, water samples along Clear Creek showed dog waste was a problem for the health 
of the creek. One simple fix was putting dog waste stations along the trail - one of LDCD’s missions is to tend to this 
problem. Tara’s class may take some water samples that we could use to compare data.  Phil explained that our tax 
dollars go to LDCD to support their mission to improve water quality, so some of that money could be used for 
waste bags. Weeds along Greenbelt --- land was donated to the City, so Les and/or Chris Durham have to request 
help from Rod Litzell in order to have them work to rid that trail and other city trails of weeds.  He suggested we 
bring the Mayor and concerned boards together to discuss various problems - dog waste along the creek, weeds along 
the trails, trail maintenance, etc. - in order to discuss common problems and come up with shared solutions.   

5. A sample of the new kiosk signage as prepared by Tanna Parker was shared with the Board along with her bid to do 
the project. Of the three bids we received, hers was the most affordable and we liked that she is local. The cost of the 
signs and installation would be around $5780.  A motion was made by Ryan and seconded by Tara to award the 
signage project to Tanna. We will invite her to the next meeting so we can all have input, or set up a time when a 
small group of us can meet with her. Greg suggested we put a border around each sign to help them last longer.   

6. BTB member term endings: Lois - 1/18, Ryan - 12/19, Mary - 1/20, Ed - 4/20, Tara - 1/21, Jack - 1/21 
7. Greg Hill asked questions about areas he is responsible to maintain and filled the Board in on the many projects he 

has been working on.  He has built water bars, built up the trail in the low spots that get muddy, painted several more 
kiosks, and much more. Mosier Gulch was also worked on and he talked to Rachel at BLM about the water pump - 
she will have Ron’s Plumbing check the pump for ease of use. Greg plans to do kiosk painting, tend to ruts, remove 
signage that can’t be read and tend to dog waste stations through Sept. 

8. Since new dog waste stations have been added, Lois will re-list the dog waste stations and we can re-assign them at 
the next meeting. 

9. No correspondence. 
10. Ryan again thanked Greg Hill for the great work this year. 
11. Next meeting will be 5 pm at the City Hall on 9/27/17. 
12. Meeting was adjourned at 6:15. 


