PROCLAMATION AND NOTICE OF 

SPECIAL 1% SPECIFIC PURPOSE EXCISE TAX ELECTION

JOHNSON COUNTY, WYOMING

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2021
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the special election to be held in Johnson County, Wyoming, on Tuesday, August 17, 2021, there shall be submitted to the qualified registered electors of the County the following proposition:

“Shall Johnson County, State of Wyoming (the “County”), be authorized to adopt and cause to be imposed a one percent (1%) specific purpose sales and use excise and tax (the “Tax”) within the County for the purpose of raising and collecting the total amount of $36,075,000, the proceeds from which and the interest earned thereon to be used and applied for the following specific projects (the “Projects”), and to the extent necessary and allowed by law, the pledge to or payment of dept service and/or lease payments thereon:
JOHNSON COUNTY PROJECTS:

$3,925,000 to be collected, together with interest earned theron to be used by Johnson County for the specified purposes and in the specified amounts set forth below:
A. $625,000 for the Kaycee Library Facility owned by the County, to be used for the demolition and disposal of the existing facility and the construction of a new facility meeting the needs of the community;
B. $600,000 for the Johnson County Museum to make interior and exterior renovations to the museum, including the repointing of the exterior mortar, replacement of the flooring, furniture, window coverings, signage, HVAC motor, shelving, energy efficient lighting, security door, hardware and locks; upgrade of AV system; and access and drainage improvements;
C. $850,000 for the Johnson County Fairgrounds for the demolition of the existing exhibit hall and another old structure located west of the grandstand stands, construction of a new exhibit hall, remodel of the existing community building to include office space for fairgrounds and new space to move the Johnson County Extension offices into the same building making the offices more accessible to the general public;
D. $400,000 for the Harold Jarrard Park Facility to add a larger bathroom space and additional storage space to the building;

E. $1,450,000 for the funding of a major maintenance sinking fund account restricted for the use of future maintenance of the County’s Kaycee Library Facility, Johnson County Museum, Johnson County Fairgrounds, and Harold Jarrard Park Facility.

And for the purpose of providing up-front funding for part of the cost of the foregoing Projects, shall Johnson County, Wyoming be authorized to issue general obligation bonds of the County in the maximum principal amount of $2,500,000, maturing within twenty (20) years of their date, and bearing a maximum rate or rates of interest not to exceed 4.95% per annum, with all or a portion of the principal of and interest thereon to be paid with the proceeds from the Tax?

CITY OF BUFFALO PROJECTS;

$20,025,000 to be collected, together with interest earned thereon to be used by the City of Buffalo for the specified purposes and in the specified amounts set forth below:
A. $800,000 for the Buffalo Senior Center to be used to add onto the existing facility to make space for the future adult day care and recreation space, and to make interior and exterior improvements to the exiting Buffalo Senior Center facility as needed; and

B. $1,550,000 for the Buffalo Golf Club for demolition and disposal of the existing club house facility, construction of a new club house and restaurant area, and parking lot improvements; and

C. $5,850,000 to be used to plan, design and construct a new multi-purpose City Recreation Facility large enough for 2-3 basketball courts that will be utilized for all indoor recreation needs including but not limited to pickle ball, soccer, baseball, volleyball, basketball, yoga classes, roller skating and other activities; and

D. $2,000,000 for the funding of a reserve account to be used to help support the annual operations of the City Recreational Facility to be constructed; and

E. $3,000,000 to be used by the city to renovate and repair in-place the City’s indoor pool facility located at the YMCA, or to construct a new indoor municipal pool at a location to be determined by the governing body of the City.  Funds may be used as matching funds to leverage against other programs or fund-raising efforts attempting to increase the overall funding if a new municipal pool facility is deemed by the governing body of the City to be prudent and necessary; and

F. $2,000,000 for the replacement of the main distribution water line under Main Street from Fort Street to E. Hart Street and sidewalks, lighting, landscaping and other improvements during the WYDOT highway resurfacing project; to concrete the alleys on the west and east side of main street from E. Bennett Street to E. Benteen Street and from W. Angus Street to W. Fetterman Street; to purchase one oil distributor truck and one chip spreader machine; for the Buffalo trails system extension, enhancements, updates or repairs; and to make enhancements at the City’s sports field complex including completion of the southwest baseball field, sidewalks, general field improvements, landscaping, water systems and parking improvements; and
G. $4,825,000 for the funding of a major maintenance sinking fund account restricted for the use of future maintenance of the Buffalo Senior Center, the Buffalo Golf Club, the City Recreation Facility, and the City’s Municipal Pool Facility.

And for the purpose of providing up-front funding for part of the cost of the foregoing Projects, shall the City of Buffalo, Wyoming be authorized to issued general obligation bonds of the City in the maximum principal amount of $l,500,000, maturing within twenty (20) years of their date, and bearing a maximum rate or rates of interest not to exceed 4.9 % per annum, with all or a portion of the principal of and interest thereon to be paid with the proceeds from the Tax?
TOWN OF KAYCEE PROJECTS;

$2,500,000 to be collected, together with interest earned thereon to be used by the Town of Kaycee for the following specified purposes:
A. $1,500,000 for one-time major maintenance, renovation, reconstruction and paving of the entire length Park Avenue, Middle Fork Court, Old Barnum Road and Pierson Street, and that portion of Barber Street west of Nolan Avenue, within the Town of Kaycee, including the planning, design, engineering, development, construction, rehabilitation, underlying water, sewer and other utilities, project management, land or easement acquisition, and curb, gutter and sidewalks; and
B. $1,000,000 to fund a reserve account to be used by the Town of Kaycee for the ordinary operations of local government as authorized by Wyoming Statue 39-15-203(a)(iii)(H).

KAYCEE-BUFFALO-JOHNSON COUNTY COMMERCE JOINT POWERS BOARD PROJECTS;

$9,625,000 to be collected, together with interest earned thereon to be used by Kaycee-Buffalo-Johnson County Commerce Joint Powers Board for the following specified purposes:
A.  $5,825,000 for the demolition and disposal of the existing Bomber Mountain Civic Center, and for the construction of a new Bomber Mountain Civic Center building including a large open space for events, classroom/breakout rooms, commercial kitchen, bathrooms, covered patio, parking area and entrance; and

B.  $3,800,000 to fund a sinking fund reserve account to be restricted for the use of annual operations and future maintenance of the Bomber Mountain Civic Center.

FOR the Proposition:

_______

AGAINST the Proposition:    _______
The Election Districts, Precincts and Polling Places shall be as follows:

            All Districts and Precincts in the Buffalo Area will vote at the Bomber Mountain Civic Center or Catholic Recreation Hall as in past elections.
            All Districts and Precincts in the Kaycee Area will vote at the Harold Jarrard
 Park Building.

     The polls will open at 7:00 A.M. and will close at 7:00 P.M. on the day of the election.  The last to register to vote will be August 2, 2021.
EFFECTIVE: JULY 1, 2021: REQUIRES VOTERS TO PRESENT ACCEPTABLE IDENTIFICATION BEFORE IN PERSON VOTING.

This act requires voters to present a form of acceptable identification before in-person voting at a polling place or absentee polling place. (1) Forms of acceptable identification include valid forms of photo identification issued by a state, tribal or federal government, a Wyoming higher educational institution or public school, and Medicare and Medicaid insurance cards. (2) Voters who do not present acceptable identification may cast provisional ballots.
Any registered elector of the County shall be entitled to vote on the proposition in person or by absentee ballot in the precinct in which he or she is registered.  A qualified registered elector includes every citizen of the United States who is a bona fide resident of Wyoming and Johnson County, registered to vote not less than fourteen (14) days before the election, at any election specified in Wyoming Statutes, 22-2-101(a)(i) through (viii) he or she, upon presentation of acceptable identification, may register at this or her proper polling place during the election, and who will be at least eighteen (18) years of age the day of election.

     The votes cast, including absentee votes, shall be by paper ballot which shall be at each polling place.  The paper ballots shall contain the same proposition as stated above and a space will be provided to permit the elector to indicate his or her vote “For the county specific purpose excise tax” or” against the county specific purpose excise tax” expressing his or her choice.  Instructions to the elector will be provided to assist the elector in casting his or her vote. 

     Any qualified registered elector may vote by absentee ballot pursuant to W.S. 22-3-101 – W.S. 22-3-118 and W.S. 22-9-101 – W.S. 22-9-125.  A qualified registered elector may apply for an absentee ballot either in person, in writing, or by telephone, by furnishing the information required by law; applications should be made to Vicki Edelman, Johnson County Clerk, Johnson County Courthouse, 76 North Main, Buffalo, Wyoming 82834, telephone number (307) 684-7272 or in person at 76 North Main, Buffalo.  Such application should be made not later than the close of business on the last business day (5:00 P.M. on Monday, August 16, 2021) prior to the election.  Absentee ballots must be received in the Johnson County Clerk’s office no later than 7:00 P.M. on election day, August 17, 2021.

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBILITY

If you require assistance to vote by reason of blindness, disability, or inability to read or write, a person of your choice may give you assistance except your employer or agent of your employer.  Also, if you have questions regarding the accessibility of your polling place, please contact your County Clerk.
                  /s/ Vicki Edelman
Johnson County Clerk

Publish:  May 13, 2021
